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During the debate on S. 744, two of 

my colleagues, Chairman LEAHY and 
Senator ROCKEFELLER, came to the 
floor to discuss this issue. I join them 
in support of preserving States’ rights 
to extend Medicaid and CHIP benefits 
to lawfully residing noncitizen children 
and pregnant women. I thank my col-
leagues for addressing an issue that is 
critical to my home State and I echo 
their comments on the intention of the 
Senate with regard to this issue. 

Madam President, I would also like 
to speak today about the need for com-
prehensive immigration reform by 
highlighting the work of one of my 
constituents. 

I was touched when I read a poem 
written by 10-year-old Erin Stark of 
Bellevue, WA. I met Erin last month at 
a welcoming ceremony for new immi-
grants in my home State of Wash-
ington. She told me about her passion 
for writing and explained that she won 
a national writing contest with the 
submission of her poem on immigra-
tion. I think her words exemplify the 
diversity and extraordinary contribu-
tions made by immigrants to this 
country. 

‘‘WHAT WOULD YOU MISS ABOUT IMMIGRANTS, 
IF THEY DIDN’T COME TO AMERICA?’’ 

Would you miss the food? 
The pot stickers, sushi, and dumplings, 
Pizza, spaghetti, curry, or crepes? 
Just think about it for a minute or two, 
Could you survive eating fish at every meal? 

Could you? 
Immigrants are coming every day, 
Variety is what they bring with them in 

every way. 
Would you miss the holidays? 
Day of the Dead, and Chinese New Year, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Ramadan too? 
Why did the Christians travel the distance, 
Was it to share their beliefs and Christmas? 
Immigrants are coming every day, 
Variety is what they bring with them in 

every way. 
Would you miss their art, 
Painting, literature, and music, 
Plays, sculpture, and design? 
Life would be dull without art, 
People might become sad and would get bro-

ken hearts. 
Immigrants are coming every day, 
Variety is what they bring with them in 

every way. 
Would you miss the things they made? 
Railroads, canals, communities, and sky-

scrapers, 
Schoolhouses, highways, churches, and busi-

nesses? 
What would kids do without schools? 
We might turn into fools! 
Immigrants are coming every day, 
Variety is what they bring with them in 

every way. 
Immigrants are coming every day. 
They bring recipes, celebrations, talents, and 

skills. 
Variety is what they bring with them in 

every way. 
USA would be bland without immigrants, 
Now our nation is colorful and the joy is infi-

nite. 

—Erin Stark 

Mr. President, I would like to extend 
a special welcome to Erin Stark. I look 
forward to seeing all that she will ac-
complish in the years to come. 

TRIBUTE TO ROHIT KUMAR 

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I wish 
to pay tribute to my colleague Rohit 
Kumar, who will soon, unfortunately, 
be leaving Senate service for other pur-
suits. 

Rohit stood by me and others here in 
the Senate as we navigated through 
deep challenges faced by our Nation, 
and he has consistently and vigilantly 
worked for the American people to pro-
mote a lot of good, and to prevent a lot 
of bad from happening. 

Rohit is a consummate Senate pro-
fessional whose skills and accomplish-
ments have provided a long strand of 
service to this body and to the country. 
He is a rarity, combining a razor-sharp 
intellect, logical patterns of thought, 
and an ability to obtain fair and bal-
anced assessments of challenges that 
typically involve tradeoffs across a 
host of competing interests. He adds to 
that an uplifting disposition and a 
keen wit. 

Rohit possesses mastery of policy, 
politics, rules of the Congress, and 
more. While most of us would be con-
tent having mastery of any one of 
those realms, Rohit has managed to 
master them all. He is a complete 
package. 

Rohit has been an asset to me, to my 
caucus, to Senate Leadership, and to 
the country, and his presence will be 
missed by all of us. 

All of us here in the Senate are also 
indebted to Rohit’s beautiful family, 
which has endured the often-rigorous 
demands that his Senate service has 
placed on them. I can think of more 
than a few occasions where Rohit was 
negotiating issues that are deeply im-
portant for the future of our Nation in 
stressful, around-the-clock marathon 
sessions. 

If you were to ask me to construct a 
template for an ideal person to have by 
your side to navigate through the 
tough decisions, tradeoffs, and negotia-
tions we face in Congress, I would sim-
ply point to Rohit Kumar. 

We are all very sad to see Rohit 
leave. We trust that he will be able to 
take a bit more time with his family, 
and will pursue future endeavors with 
more of the same rigor and industri-
ousness he has consistently shown in 
his service to the country while work-
ing in the Senate. Wherever he goes, 
without doubt, those around him will 
benefit tremendously. 

I wish to thank Rohit for the many 
years of outstanding assistance he has 
provided to me, to my colleagues in the 
Senate, and to the country. I also 
thank his family for sharing Rohit 
with us, and for persevering as we often 
tapped his talents around the clock. I 
am proud to have worked with Rohit. 

f 

REMEMBERING HARRY BYRD JR. 

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I rise 
today to pay special tribute to a man I 
admired for many years, former U.S. 
Senator Harry Byrd Jr. Sadly, Harry 

passed away July 30, 2013, leaving be-
hind a lasting legacy that garnered the 
respect of many throughout our State 
and Nation. 

Senator Byrd made history in 1970 
when he became the first person to win 
election to the U.S. Senate as an inde-
pendent candidate. He used that inde-
pendence to be a voice for good and was 
someone people respected for his delib-
erative manner. 

Senator Byrd was not one to intro-
duce unnecessary legislation and in 
fact believed legislation was not al-
ways the answer. However one of his 
proudest moments as a legislator was 
his work on a bill that mandated a bal-
anced Federal budget in 1978. He set 
the tone for my own commitment to 
this principle that I have continued to 
fight for throughout my service in the 
Senate. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know 
Harry during my early years as a Sen-
ator. In fact, after the important and 
difficult Labor Law Reform battle I 
waged 2-years into office, I received a 
note from Harry that I treasure to this 
day. This Independent Senator praised 
my work and declared that ‘‘. . . the 
American people are indebted to you.’’ 
Strong words from a strong man that I 
looked up to and admired as a very jun-
ior Senator just learning the ropes. 

Senator Byrd not only conquered the 
political world—he was a highly re-
spected voice in the newspaper busi-
ness—two entities not always known 
for cohesive relationships. He spent 
many decades in publishing and served 
as editor and publisher for two news-
papers; as well as the vice president of 
the Associated Press. 

His service in the Senate was 
matched by his service to his country 
in the U.S. Navy as a Lieutenant Com-
mander during World War II. His love 
for America and the ideals it rep-
resents could be found throughout the 
good works he performed throughout 
his life. 

Our nation lost a truly wonderful 
man. I know that many people will 
truly miss his strength, leadership, and 
wisdom. 

Elaine and I convey our deepest sym-
pathies to his three children and their 
families. May our Heavenly Father 
bless them with peace and comfort at 
this time. The contributions and im-
pact Senator Byrd made on his family, 
his community, and our Nation will be 
felt and appreciated for generations to 
come. 

f 

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL 
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ACT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
the United States-Israel Strategic 
Partnership Act of 2013 reaffirms the 
strong relationship the United States 
has with Israel. As the legislation 
states, our countries share a deep and 
unbreakable bond, forged by over 60 
years of shared interests and shared 
values. 
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